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Chapter 1

There was once av girl named,
Eligabeth, who-was 12. Eligabetivwas
very beautifull and all the boyy in her
class fancied her. She had long, black
hair and pretty, fluttering eyelashes:.
She was just the sovt of girl yow woulds
like to- maourry.

She was quiet and often got ignored
at school. Sometimes she was quite

nervous and people thought she was
worrying too- muich.




She went to-a school called St Thomas’
Secondawy. It was dark and
miserable-looking. Yow never really
Jjumped for joy whewv yow saw it.
There was one boy at school who-really
Liked Elizgabeth, called Alex. He was
the only persow she spoke to. Alex was
ginger-haired aond often picked his
nose: He was kind but was really

naughty and was always getting
detentions.




Chapter 2

It was Monday and as Elizabetiv
walked to- school there were bivds

tweeting and bees bugzing. This week
they were due to-have v new teacher.
As she got to- school, pupils were

rushing to-the playground to-play
games. Some studenty were having

early detentions. Eligalbetivy classroom
was gfloomy and the walls were roughv
and tatty.

The new teacher’s naume was Mr
Hamsington. He had broww; scruffy

hair and he was quite thin. He did
not smile very oftenw and was very
strict.

Inthe morning, Mr Hamsingtor
caught Alex ond Elizabethv whispering
together and told them to- stovy back
and miss the morning break. Whew it
came to- break-time, he told thew to- sit
at the back of the classroom, which
meont that they could not see Mr
Hamsington or what he was doing.
Hpwever, Alex managed to- sneak out
of the classroom without being seevv
ond caught o glimpse of Mr
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Hamsington breaking into-the locked
cupboard in the school office where
they kept their money! And the school
had tons of money. Alex could not
believe what he was seeing. Mr

Hamsington was o thief!




Chapter 3

The next day (Tuesday), things were
evew stranger. Mr Hamsington was
acting weirdly - and was evesv
smiling. Eligabetivand Alex decided it
was time to- catchy Mr Hamsington.
They had avfew ideas:..

Firstly, they made a potiow in the
playground to-give to- Mr Hamsington,
to- make himv tell his darkest secrets.

But he found out before they could
make hinv drink the potion, and they

got triple-detention and had to- clearv
the whole classroom.

It nearly worked whew they tried to-
look at the papers that he kept in his
agoinv ond gowve thew the soume
punishiment (withv v different
classroom to- cleanv this time).
Some of the other childrew realised
that something was going onw ands
teaumed up withv Eligabetivand Alex to-
find out what Mr Hamsington was up
to- - they wanted to-help too-




They tried afew other obtions until
they were left withvone move. If that
option did not work, they would
hawve to-give up. The obtion was:

making a trap.
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Chapter 4

On Wednesday, the childvenw made the
trap. It was hard work. They covered it
withv leawves to- make it difficult to- be
see. There was av net and some special
chemicaly so-that when the chemicaly
sensed Mr Hamsingtow s shoe ,the net
would tightenw and fly up into-the air
and hang from the ceiling, withv Mr
Hamsington suspended withivv it.
When Mr Hamsington coume outside;
everyone in Eligalbetivy class held their
breath. Suddenly, he blew the end of
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school day whistle. Oh no'! It was the
end of the day. The trap would have to-
waoilt unti tomorrow. But would it
last? Eligabethv was not sure - neither
was Alex, and nor were the other
childvew invtheir class. It was scory
thinking that their last plan might
faill and they would hawe to-give up.
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Chapter 5

O Thursday, things were evesw more
complicated. The children had to-re-
set some of the leaves o the trap, to-

make it hard to-see (like i€ had been

the day before).

Suddenly, Mr Hamsington came out of
their classroom and walked right

avound the trap and to-the front of
the playground. He stawted looking at
something whes the bell went. He
walked to-the front of the neatly
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formed line. He was going to- miss the
trap! Sneaky.
Eligalbethvwas at the front of the line -
and she knew what to-do-. Whew Mr
Hamsington walked over to-her, she
kicked himv right inthe knee and he
went flying. Luckily, the chemicals ivv
the trap sevvsed hinv - snap! The trap
AW of the teachers came rushing up to-
find out what the noise was about.
One of themv said, “What is all of this
noise about?” Thew she spotted Mr
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Hamsington caught invthe trap. “Johw
Hamsington? Is that you?”
In a muffled voice, he replied; “No-..1

meay, yes.”

“Why are yow invthat net?” another
teacher asked.

Once Eligabetivy class had finally
explained to-the teachers that Mr

Hamsington was avthief, and once the
teachersy had finally believed that
what they were saying was true, the
children were sent inside to-their

classroom. The real reasow they finally
believed the children was that the
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teachers had found the school’'s money
inv Mr Hamsingtow s pockets. The police
avrived and put Mr Hamsingtov into-
handcuffs (which was so-cool).
tEligabetivy class were told that as ov
rewawd for catching o real life
criminad, they did not hawe to-come
into- school on Friday. But before they
couldd stowt to- celebrate, the
headmistress came inv withv a foomiliow -
looking lady.

The headwmistress said, “Everyonel I'ds
like to- introduce yow to- your new
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teacher. Guwys;, I'd like yow to- meet...Mry
Hamsington!”
And everyone groaned/
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We hope that you, your family and friends enjoy the

book you have created. This project was co-ordinated

and facilitated by author Nikki Young for members of her

Storymakers writing club.

Find out more af: www.storymakersclub.com. and register

for your next exciting course.
The Storymakers Writing Club provides English and
writing support to children aged /+ in the form

of weekly groups, 1:1 sessions and holiday workshops.

Publish your book at www.saronti.com/storymakers
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Need another copy of this book?
Go to www.saronti.com/storymakers

Your book reference is Sar2850




Do vou like to write stories?
Ever fancied publishing one of them?

It's easy with Saronti.

Get in touch to find out more about
our publishing packages for young authors.

www.saronti.com




SIS

There is something strange going ow at
St Thomas' Secondary and Eligalbetiv
ond Alex awe eager to-find out what it
is. Together, they discover what their
new teacher iy up to-and make new

friends along the way. S

‘.




