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A Glggle and a Roar: Mary

Anning's Dino Adventures

Written & illustrated by

Alice Connell



Amazing Woman

Ever wondered whtch women Ltiv
history have dowe sovething

AMAZING? \well, | have! The
Published by Saronti Ltd amazing and insplrational Mary

Anning,.



Mary Anning was born on the 9% March 1799
n Lyme RegLs tn Dorset, that's tn the UK.

Mary's pavents were poor and had TEN
ehildren. sadly, Mary and her brother Joseph
were the only children to survive and Live to
adulthood, whieh Ls very sad Lndeed.

it's satd that Mary had a very Llucky escape.
WOWY! The Lady who held Mary got struck by
a beaw of Lightening. Miraculously, (mi-ra-
cu-Llus-lee)little Ma Yy survived. PHEW! Two
other adults next to her also got struck by the
horvible Lightening bolt. Nowe of the adults weve
as fortunate as Mary and they passed away.



Mary's father didn't earn a Lot of
money as o cabinet maker. That must
have been harol! Eventually he dectoled to
upgrade the whole family’s earnings by
finding fossils (which were knows as
curiosities) back thew. He fouund thew at
the beach and sold thewm to holiday
MaRLrs.

Young Mary and Joseph would always
Joln him, they developed a deep, deep,
DEEP love of fossil hunting.

Adter thelr father’s death in 1220, Mary
and Joseph carried on fossil hunting so
they coulad contlnue supporting the

fa mﬁtg.

When Mary was 12, she discovered an
unusual 5.2 metre long skeleton. 7hat
waAs more lucky than getting a day off
school.



At that thme, people believed that any
unrecoonisable (un-rec-ig-nize-abul) creatures
must have travelled from fav off Lands, so
sclentists stmply thought it belonged to an
anclent spectes. Almost as ancient as my
grandmal

it was believed to be from the erocodile
fanmily. Then, they realised it was an
lchthyosaurus. (Le-thee-o-saw-us)

Mary thew continued to scour the whole
beach and crumbling cliffs of Lyne
Regls with her dog), Tray. In 1823 she
made another buportant find, a long-
necked sea creatures which, above wateyr
would have been so ODD. Many many
people in later Yyears believed they saw
something that looked like Mary'’s find,
the plesiosaur.



A Lot of “photographs” have been showw over the
years of what s now the infamous Loch Ness
Monster o Nessie for short.

But ptegiosa ur couldnt hold tt’s head out o{

water anol there really isnt anything else n 1884, Mary became the first honorary

Nessie could be, so (think Nessie tsn't veal. menber of the Dorset County Museunt. tn her

Litetime she had not been taken sertously as a

Plesiosaur : selentist beeause she was a woman. Her name
was missed out of books and she was ot o

member of the Geological Soctety which, ts why

J ) Y she st “The world has used me so unkinadly. |
C | [ fear it has made me suspicious of everyone”.
P ) ) At the age of 27, Mary opened a shop called

—~ 2 XL VS Anning’s Fossil Depot.



Due to Mary becoming a local celebrity, people
travelled on their holidays to visit the beaches of
Dorset and Mary’s shop. Some say the song,
She sells sen shells Ls about Mary.

The lehthyosaur that Mary discovereo was not
the flrst to be discovered in the world, it was
though the 15 one to be known by scientists tn
London. They studied itk and had access to Lt.
The Natuwral History Musewm tn London
displays Mary's flnd. Poor Mary had none of
her flnds credited to her bn any other Museun.

BUT...

Mary was an Lnfluential woman, who insplred
anol stLll Lvusp’w@s people to this o{ag.

10

She ’Lm,sp’wed Charles Darwin and Lt's possLbLe
her discoveries could have helpedt i develop his
THEORY OF EVOLUTION.

Mary maole many other finds Like, {L@’Lm@
reptiles such as pterodactyl and coprolite (Dino
Po0). The coprolite helped her to see what the
dinosaurs ate.
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Having taught herself geology, anatomy and
other selentific knowledge, Mary became very
highly skilled. tn fact she took many
Lmportant selentists fossil hunting anol
discussed Ldeas and theortes with them.

In 1847, only one year after belng made an

honorary wmember of the Dorset County

Museum, Mary sadly died of cancer.




Finally, in 2010 she was recognised by the

Royal Soclety as one of the top ten lnfluentil
women sclentists b the whole of Britain.

In 2014 there was o nwew spectes of lehthyosaur
discovered. The lehthyosaurus Anningen was
named after Mary.




About the author

She sells sea-shells on the sea-shore. Allce Ls an € year old primeary school girl wio
The shells she sells are sea-shells 'm sure. was born tn Sunderland, UK.

For if she sells sea-shells on the sea- shore. She has a twin sister, Phoebe and = older sister,
Thew I'm sure she sells sea-shore shells. Charlotte, Sophie and Florence.

Her passions b Life are History, writing,
drawing and dinosaurs .

Allce hopes to be an author whew she grows up
ano wants to write mia ny more boolks about
Lnfluential people throughout Mlstorgj.
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Do vou like to write stories?
Ever fancied publishing one of them?

It’s easy with Saronti.

Get in touch to find out more about
our publishing packages for young authors.

www.saront/.com







Conme have a pr@hgsterlcat e with Mary

Anning and Learn about all things dino.

Dlg into the world of fossils and anclent

creatures. This vead will blow your socks off.

A DINORIFFIC BOOK FOR CHHILDREN






